WAC 246-101
Notifiable Conditions

Public health surveillance is the collection, investigation and distribution of data about
illness and death. This surveillance helps prevent and control disease in Washington
State.

Surveillance is used to protect and improve the health of the public by:

e describing disease trends;

o identifying and controlling the sources of infection;
e educating the public and;

e preventing disease.

In Washington State, legal requirements for disease reporting form the foundation for
disease surveillance and require health care providers, health care facilities, laboratories,
veterinarians, food service establishments, child day care facilities, and schools to notify
public health authorities of suspected or confirmed cases of selected diseases or
conditions. These are referred to as notifiable conditions, WAC 246-101.

Local health jurisdictions are required to report information regarding those illnesses or
deaths to DOH, which in turn sends disease reports to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC). This system is necessary to provide local, statewide and national
disease incidence and trends in order to guide public health activities.

Please refer to the Washington Department of Health website for additional information:
www.doh.wa.gov/notify/other/legal.htm.
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